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FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER
FROM THE DESK OF
REV. KATRINA WUENSCH
Good people of West Parish,
June will be a very full month here at
our church! There is something
important
and
wonderful
and
meaningful happening every single week! So I do hope
that you all will be able to be with us for our many
special moments.
First, I am so looking forward to our worship on June 3,
when we will be receiving five new members! These
folks have made the decision to commit to our church
as their spiritual home, so get ready to celebrate that
and welcome them! That same day, we will celebrate
the 15th anniversary of our open and aﬃrming vote.
Together, we will reaﬃrm our commitment to
welcoming all people, and have some especially
celebratory music with Diana and Eunhye.
The following Sunday, June 10, is our Children’s
Sunday and All‐church picnic! I so look forward to this
day when we li up the gi s and learning of our young
people, and then all spill out into the sunshine for a
cookout and amazing fellowship. This day has a
wonderful spirit all it’s own – don’t miss it, whether
you have children or not!
On June 17 we will bless prayer shawls, and you are
invited to par cipate in a feedback circle on music, and
we will also have a presenta on from the Boy Scout
troop that we host! A busy and wonderful morning.
And last but certainly not least, on June 24 we will say
goodbye to our beloved music director, Yoo‐Kyung.
This will be her last day with us! Yoo‐Kyung has served
West Parish for 18 years, bringing her gracious spirit
and great talent. We as a community need to
acknowledge and grieve the loss of this talented
woman, so please be with us for this important day.
Wow! What a month! And that’s not even men oning
the cemetery Lantern Fes val, Women’s Evening Circle
potluck, the wri ng group, Wednesday Bible study… I
pray that we will see these events not as things to
make us busy, but rather as opportuni es to pause,
and deepen our connec ons and faith.
I am so very grateful to be serving in such a vibrant
and energe c place, with all of you who are open to
new things while being rooted in our tradi ons.
Thanks be to God!
Katrina

CONTACTING KATRINA
Katrina is at the church Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
and Sunday. Monday is her day oﬀ, and Friday she
works at home. You can reach her by email:
revkatrina@yahoo.com or through the church phone
(978‐475‐3528 x201). If you leave a voicemail, she is
no fied immediately via email, so can respond as
soon as possible to a pastoral emergency.

WEST PARISH OFFICE HOURS
SUMMER HOURS
Beginning Monday, June 4, oﬃce hours will be
Monday—Thursday, 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Regular
oﬃce hours resume Tuesday, September 4.

OFFICE CLOSED
The oﬃce will be closed July 2—July 6th. It will
reopen on Monday, July 9th at 8:00 AM. Phone
messages will s ll be monitored. If you have an issue,
please leave a voicemail and someone will get back
to you as soon as possible. Enjoy your 4th of July
holiday week!
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FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER
NEW MEMBERS
and
OPEN AND AFFIRMING ANNIVERSARY
JUNE 3, 10:00 AM
Come celebrate with us on June 3! We’ll receive new
members into our community, and also celebrate the
15th anniversary of West Parish being “Open and
Aﬃrming”! It was in June of 2003 that we voted to
adopt our Welcome Statement and become an ONA
congrega on, a UCC designa on that means we
oﬃcially proclaim a welcome to ALL people. So join us
for worship that day as we re‐aﬃrm our commitment
to be a witness for jus ce and extend a welcome for
everyone. The music will be especially celebratory –
rumor has it that we may even sing a Lady Gaga song.

BY‐LAW AND STRUCTURE REVIEW
Many of us are familiar with our church by‐laws, the
document that outlines our structure, governance and
procedures. Essen al things for any organiza on! Our
current by‐laws were wri en many decades ago, when
our congrega on, the nature of church, and the world
were very diﬀerent! A few years ago, a team began to
review our by‐laws and imagine a new structure that
would be er serve us in the 21st century – we have
picked this work up again now that Katrina is se led. If
you are interested in joining a small team working on
this issue, please contact Jerry Greer, Art Clark or
Katrina.

SUMMER BOOK GROUP
JULY 29 AND AUGUST 12, 11:30 AM
Enjoy reading on your porch or in your favorite chair
or at the beach this summer! And then gather with
other West Parish folks to discuss and share your
thoughts! Based on input from some of you, we will be
reading “The Gi s of Imperfec on: let go of who you
think you’re supposed to be and embrace who you
are“ by Brene Brown. The descrip on of the book
reads: “In this groundbreaking New York Times
bestseller, Dr. Brene Brown, a research professor and
thought leader on vulnerability, courage, worthiness
and shame, shares 10 guideposts on the power of
wholehearted living – a way of engaging with the
world from a place of worthiness.” The book is a
wonderful explora on on how to live more deeply as
God created us! We will gather a er church to discuss
this book on July 29. (And we can add an addi onal
session or two if there is interest.)
And for something completely diﬀerent, the second
book you are invited to read is “New and Selected
Poems, volume one“ by Mary Oliver. This book was
the winner of the na onal book award, and is one of
the best selling volumes of poetry in the country. You
are invited to purchase the book and peruse it’s 142
poems, or wait for a couple poems to be shared ahead
of me via email, or you may just join us that day and
copies will be distributed. We will gather to discuss
Mary Oliver’s poems on August 12. For both
gatherings, we will meet in the Smith Purdon room at
the church – feel free to bring a snack or bag lunch
with you.
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FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER
SUMMER WORSHIP IN THE CHAPEL
Join us for summer worship in the West Parish Garden
Cemetery Chapel. We move back to the Sanctuary on
September 2.
July 1 ~ 10:00 am
Communion
Dr. Margaret Bulli ‐Jonas preaching
July 8 ~ 10:00 am
Rev. Katrina preaching
July 15 ~ 10:00 am
Jerry Greer preaching
July 22 ~ 10:00 am
Rev. Dr. Mary Lu preaching
July 29 ~ 10:00 am
Rev. Katrina preaching
August 5 ~ 10:00 am
Communion
Rev. Katrina preaching
August 12 ~ 10:00 am
Rev. Katrina preaching
August 19 ~ 10:00 am
Rev. Katrina preaching
August 26 ~ 10:00 am
Rev. Katrina preaching

RETURN TO SANCTUARY
September 2 ~ 10:00 am
First Sunday Worship/Communion
Rev. Katrina preaching
September 9 ~ 10:00 am
Gathering Sunday/Sunday School Begins
Rev. Katrina preaching

MARGARET BULLITT‐JONES
GUEST PREACHER—JULY 1, 2018
An Episcopal priest, author, retreat leader, and
climate ac vist, Margaret Bulli ‐Jonas serves as
Missioner for Crea on Care for both the Episcopal
Diocese of Western Massachuse s and Mass.
Conference, United Church of Christ. She seeks to
inspire and support a wave of religious ac vism to
address the climate crisis, deepen reverence for
God’s crea on, and create a more just and
sustainable society.
A er gradua ng from Stanford University (B.A. with
honors in Russian literature) and Harvard University
(Ph.D. in compara ve literature), Margaret turned her
life in a new direc on: she entered seminary, earned
the Masters of Divinity from Episcopal Divinity School,
and was ordained in the Episcopal Church. She served
as a parish priest for 16 years in the Boston area, and
for 9 years at Grace Episcopal Church, in Amherst,
Massachuse s. She was a Lecturer in Pastoral
Theology at Episcopal Divinity School from
1992‐2005. A er comple ng the Spiritual Guidance
program of the Shalem Ins tute for Spiritual
Forma on in 1988, she oﬀered spiritual direc on to
individuals for almost two decades. For several years
she also served as Chaplain to the Episcopal Church’s
House of Bishops.
Margaret has spoken at climate jus ce rallies,
conferences, and public vigils, tes fied at public
hearings about state energy policy, fasted in front of
the White House, led prayerful marches and vigils,
and taken part in ecumenical and interfaith
delega ons to urge climate jus ce. The author of
numerous books and ar cles and an ac ve par cipant
in environmental movements, Margaret lives with her
husband Robert A. Jonas in Northampton,
Massachuse s, and is working with him to help
preserve farmlands, fields, and woodlands in the
Pioneer Valley.
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FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER
MARY LUTI

SUMMER PASTORAL COVERAGE

GUEST PREACHER—JULY 22, 2018
From 1984‐98, Rev. Dr. J. Mary Lu taught the History
of Chris anity at Andover Newton Theological School
while also serving as Director of the Center for
Ministry of the Laity and as Associate Dean for
Academic programs. In 2000, she was called as Senior
Minister of First Church in Cambridge, UCC ‐ its first
(and only) woman pastor in 377 years of con nuing
congrega onal life. In 2008, a er an intense period
of congrega onal renewal and growth, Mary
returned to Andover Newton, where she was
appointed the first Director of the Wilson Chapel and
Visi ng Professor of Worship and Preaching. Her
teaching has centered on the many ways people of
faith have sung, prayed, preached, shaped
communi es, and handed down the meaningful
tradi ons of the Chris an church over the centuries.
Mary is also a founding member of The Daughters of
Abraham, a growing network of interfaith women’s
book groups, whose mission is to provide a replicable
grassroots pla orm for greater understanding,
respect, and reconcilia on among women of the
Abrahamic faiths.

There is always a pastor available, should you find
yourself in the midst of a crisis or emergency! Katrina
will be away for about 2 weeks this summer, but
there will always be another local pastor covering
during those mes. If you experience a pastoral
emergency (sudden illness, hospitaliza on, death,
etc) you may call Katrina’s oﬃce number and leave a
message. If the outgoing message indicates that she is
away, call back and leave a message in the
Administrator’s mailbox.

CALL TO CARE
Please contact the West Parish Church oﬃce at
978‐475‐3528 or westparishchurch@verizon.net,
with the names of any church member experiencing a
life event in which church members may assist, i.e.
Birth, funeral recep ons, cards, meals, etc.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
VICTORIA GAISFORD
YOUTH GROUP NEWS & ACTIVITIES
DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN
LOCK‐IN A SUCCESS
EDUCATION
The Youth Group cooked dinner together, planned the
OUR NEW EDUCATIONAL OFFERING
TO THE WIDER COMMUNITY:
"EDUCATION AT WEST PARISH"
We are always trying new things to serve the spiritual
needs of our members and friends. Next year, we are
shi ing our approach in a major way! In late Summer, a
catalogue will come out with a lis ng of educa onal
opportuni es at West Parish Church, with classes,
workshops, and groups that will appeal to the broader
community, even those who are not interested in
a ending Sunday morning church. We'll have oﬀerings
like Spiritual Art‐making, Cooking for Health, Bible
Bootcamp, and Guided Medita on. These classes will
ask for registra on in advance, with a minimum
registra on required to run, and some of them will
request a dona on for supplies or a professional
teacher. The catalogue will also list the ongoing
programs of West Parish. Do YOU have a skill or
interest to share in this way? We'd love to have you as
a teacher! Email vgaisford@gmail.com if interested.

Mother's Day worship service, played many silly games,
took a night walk in the cemetery and then slept on the
Parlor floor ‐‐ before waking the next day to lead the
worship service. A HUGE thank you to Sam Vano, who
made some delicious food and planned some very
memorable experiences for the group. The youth
repeatedly suggested we do it again soon. Maybe...let
us catch up on our sleep first!

JUNE MEETING
June 3, 4:30 pm—6:00 pm
This is the last Youth Group un l September ‐‐ we'll
end the year with a field day full of messy games and a
special good‐bye sendoﬀ for our gradua ng seniors.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR
JUNE 10, 9:00 AM
Children's Choir will sing in church on Children's
Sunday, June 10. We will rehearse at 9 am that day.
Meet in the Music Room. A er Children's Sunday,
we'll take a break un l September.

RECRUITING SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
The Sunday School oﬀerings are limited only by the
adults available to volunteer. One need we have is to
oﬀer a Middle School class next year. Please consider
this ques on: do you feel called to help our children
learn and grow spiritually? You don't need to be an
expert on children, teaching, or Chris anity, because
you will be trained and given a curriculum. You only
need to desire and willingness to oﬀer caring,
welcoming presence to children in Sunday School.
Please consider being a Sunday School teacher for a
season or for the whole year. You can team‐teach or
assist. Email vgaisford@gmail.com if you are
interested!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
JUNE 3, 10, & 17, 10:00 AM
The culmina on of our Sunday School year is
Children's Sunday, on June 10. On this day, children
help lead the service and share their Sunday School
experiences with the congrega on. A er church,
there is an All Church Picnic on the field, complete
with cookout, games, and bouncy house. Bring your
friends and neighbors to celebrate the year and the
beginning of Summer.
Last Day of Sunday School is June 17th. Enjoy your
Summer and Sunday School will resume in
September! Summer services will have childcare
available.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
BEV’s BLURBS
Hello everyone!

Con nued from Bev’s Blurbs…

May is a busy month! Spring is springing; the world
gets moving ‐ busy bees, busy hands, busy feet. And
none are busier than the hands and feet of our Sunday
school children.

Thank you to all the adults who worked so hard to
make these 2 fun and important events happen each
year. You are all truly appreciated.

On May 6th, we held our annual Mini‐Walk for Hunger.
It was a drizzly morning but that didn't dampen the
spirits of our walkers or slow them down in the least.
Seven kids followed the 1/2 mile route through our
beau ful garden cemetery for a total of 32 laps. Those
14 feet walked a combined total of 16 miles! Great job!
Thank you to the people of West Parish church who
supported the children's eﬀort that morning by
contribu ng to the "loot in the boot", dona ng $221.
This money is sent to Project Bread in Boston to feed
people in need throughout Massachuse s.
On May 20th, our ever popular Pizza Pig Out fundraiser
took place in Fellowship Hall during coﬀee hour. This
was the 6th me this event has taken place since 2012.
It was by far the BIGGEST Pizza Pig Out we have had. I
have to say that the fact that the Men's group chose
that same Sunday to celebrate and give out
scholarships to 18 amazing recipients from the Boys
and Girls Club of Lawrence greatly contributed to the
number of a endees! It was a wonderful morning of
celebra on all around. We had 20 children par cipate
in the making of pizza (pu ng on all your favorite
toppings), crea ng beau ful placemats that adorned
the tables and wri ng the word "welcome" in 7
languages on place cards set at each place ‐ this was
for Pentecost, when "...each one heard their own
language being spoken" (Acts2:6). They also helped
serve the pizza to everyone. The generosity of our
members and guests is incredible! This year, through
your dona ons, we raised $538. Yes, you read that
right...$538! Thank you doesn't seem like enough but
THANK YOU! This money will be given to Happy Hands
(Manos Felices) in Lawrence for the children who
a end the a er school and summer programs at
Hancock Courts and, soon a second loca on at the
Stadium Projects. Who knows, perhaps in a few years,
some of these very children may a end the Boys and
Girls Club and go on to be the recipients of scholarships
from the Men's group? It could happen. The spirit of
giving is one big circle. Good gets passed on and on and
on...and comes back to us, too...in the form of smiles,
and just a warm feeling within us.

West Parish Church is truly a place where people know
the meaning of what it is to share, work together and
give of themselves. These are the lessons we all pass
on to our kids just by being who we are. Amen!
Smile…
Bev Smith

ADULT EDUCATION
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY CONTINUING
June 6, 13, & 20, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Join us for a midweek Bible Study. In May, we focused
on the Gospel of John. In June, we will focus on the
theology of the Apostle Paul. Led by Victoria Gaisford,
we will examine the cultural and historical context of
Bible readings and discuss diﬀerent interpreta ons of
the sacred stories.

"WRITING FOR HEALING" WITH JESS BLAS
July 1 & 22 and August 5 & 19, 11:30 AM—1:00 PM
Taking me in Life to stop and reflect is crucial to
rediscovering your inner self and find balance. During
this workshop, we will use wri ng to delve into
memories to understand the life you have lived, are
living, and want to live. This workshop helps you
through your journey of Reflec on, Healing, Intui on,
In‐tuned Self, and Unending Passions: RHIIS UP. It is
never too late to “Live with Spirit.” We’ll meet in the
Smith Purdon Room.
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WPC ANNOUNCEMENTS
MUSIC DIRECTOR SEARCH
The impact of a vital ministry of music is of great value
to congrega ons. The strength and spirit of worship is
greatly enhanced by the talent, skill and dependability
of the church music director. Therefore the Governing
Board is going to pursue a comprehensive approach to
finding our next Music Director. This will include
conduc ng 3 feedback circles in order to hear directly
from the Congrega on their thoughts and hopes
around music in and outside of the Worship
experience. A 5 member Search Commi ee will be
appointed to assimilate the feedback from the circles
and use it to inform the crea on of a job descrip on
and priori ze skills/quali es desirable in our next
Music Director. The Search Commi ee will recruit and
interview candidates in order to iden fy a candidate
for the posi on. While we would like a new Director as
soon as possible, this inten onal approach will take
some me and we an cipate that it could be well into
the Fall before an oﬀer of employment is made.

JOHN PEARSON TO RECEIVE
ANDOVER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
2018 COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD
Every year, the Chamber bestows this award upon
those in our community who go well above and
beyond in the be erment of the Town of Andover.
John has directly contributed
through his leadership of
Andover Community Trust
(ACT) and his design and
project
management
of
aﬀordable homes in Andover
for more than a decade.
During John's presidency, six hardworking families
have been given the opportuni es that come with
owning a home in Andover. At the heart of ACT's
work is providing access to safe places to live and
empowering people to shape their neighborhoods
into places with opportuni es for everyone to
thrive. Congratula ons John!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
We have a new pla orm for our church directory!
We’ve just moved our list of members and friends to
“Instant Church Directory” which is an easy‐to use,
easy to edit, web‐based directory. You can download
the app to your phone or Kindle by searching for
“Instant Church Directory” in the app store. With the
app, you can email or call church folks with ease!
Because you must be IN the database in order to
access it, it’s also very secure.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for the September Newsle er is
August 13th. Please email your ar cles or no ces to
westparishchurch@verizon.net.

Please note: this is a work in progress! If you see an
error in your entry, prefer a diﬀerent or no photo,
want any changes, just tell us! Email the church oﬃce
at westparishchurch@verizon.net.

COFFEE HOUR
June’s a er Worship fellowship hour is sponsored
by the PPRC and Fellowship Commi ees and
volunteers.
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WPC UPCOMING EVENTS
MUSIC FEEDBACK CIRCLES

BLESSING OF THE PRAYER SHAWLS

JUNE 3, 17 & JULY 8 11:30 AM

JUNE 17, 10:00 AM

Yoo‐Kyung is re ring, so we must begin the search for
a new Music Director! To start that process, we invite
you to share your hopes for our music program at
West Parish. Join us a er church in the Smith Purdon
Room on June 3 or 17 to share your experiences of the
hymns, anthems, Children’s Choir, and your dreams
for the future. The circle on July 8 is especially for past
and current choir members to share their feedback.

We'll bless prayer shawls during worship.
Please bring completed shawls to the oﬃce by
Wednesday, June 13. Don’t forget to label them with
your name.

YOO‐KYUNG’S LAST SUNDAY
JUNE 24, 10:00 AM

WOMEN’S EVENING CIRCLE
JUNE 14, 6:30 PM
Potluck Dinner, Pound Auc on & Annual Mee ng
Last chance to have some fun together before our
summer break! ALL women are invited to join us. For
our potluck dinner, please bring a small appe zer,
main dish, side dish or dessert to share. For our
auc on, please wrap and bring a pound of ANYTHING
to be auc oned oﬀ. Hope to see you!

Mark your calendars and be sure to join us for
Yoo‐Kyung’s final worship service as our Music
Director. A er worship we’ll have a special coﬀee
hour to celebrate her, oﬀer our thanks, and wish her
well in the next chapter of her life. Thanks be to God
for Yoo‐Kyung, and for our amazing and resilient
community!

Please contact Pat Greer at 978‐475‐1185 or
pgreer1029@gmail.com, if you have any ques ons.

BOY SCOUT TROOP 77 PRESENTATION
JUNE 17, 10:00 AM
Andover Troop 77 is grateful to West Parish Church
for allowing us to use Fellowship Hall throughout the
year. We hold weekly mee ngs here, work on
advancement, and plan new ac vi es. Troop 77
would like to share with West Parish Church some of
the ac vi es we do throughout the year. We will
highlight some of the many trips we do, community
service ac vi es, and some recent Eagle service
projects. Thank you for this opportunity to connect
with the church community.

CHRISTINE BELL
RIDES PAN MASS CHALLENGE
TO HELP FIGHT CANCER
Chris ne Bell is riding 192 miles with the Pan Mass
Challenge (PMC) in August 2018 in honor of her
Mother in Law, Joyce, who passed in December.
100% of all dona ons goes directly to funding cancer
research at Dana‐Farber Ins tute. Let's help find a
cure! To learn more or support my ride, please visit:
h p://profile.pmc.org/CB0403
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UPCOMING EVENTS
WEST PARISH GARDEN CEMETERY EVENTS
CHILDRENS GARDEN PARTY
June 2, 10:00 am—12:00 pm
Join us for arts and cra s, spring ac vi es, and a
pe ng zoo. This event is free and is designed for
children ages 8 and under.

FAMILY LANTERN FESTIVAL
June 9, 7:00 pm—9:00 pm
Experience this spectacular ligh ng event based on
an ancient Asian ritual. Decorate your lantern to send
messages of Faith, Hope, Love and Peace. Free
admission. The cost of decora ng a lantern is $10.

BOSTON PRIDE:
MARCH WITH OTHER UCC CHURCHES

8th ANNUAL PEACE CONFERENCE
AT ROLLING RIDGE
JULY 21—22, 12:00 NOON
The Tie That Binds:
Crea on Care and Interfaith Dialogue
We are invited to join this annual Conference at
Rolling Ridge Conference Center, right down the
street in North Andover. Saturday, July 21 at noon
through Sunday, July 22 at noon. Come explore faith
and environmental jus ce with leaders Ibrahim
Abdul‐Ma n, Rev. Dr. Margaret Bulli ‐Jonas (our
preacher on July 1!), Father Norman Comtois, and
Rabbi Judy Kummer. For more informa on and to reg‐
ister go to: www.rollingridge.org/event/summer‐
peace‐conference‐2018‐11121945.
Rolling Ridge is located at 660 Great Pond Road in
North Andover.

JUNE 9
We invite you to march with the Mass Conference
ONA churches in the 48th annual Boston Pride on
Saturday, June 9. Spectators enjoy cheering for our
marching group, with our 100 par cipants, rhythm
instruments, chan ng and dancing. Our message of
Extravagant Welcome for people of all sexual
orienta ons, gender iden es and gender
expressions is always well‐received. Our presence
makes a real diﬀerence. More informa on on Pride
week can be found at bostonpride.org/parade.

CAMP PRIDE
JULY 29—AUGUST 4, 2018
Camp Pride, a week‐long residen al camp for LGBTQ
youth and their allies, exists as a space for LGBT
youth to explore their iden es, their faiths, and
themselves, in addi on to all the regular summer
camp ac vi es like swimming, hiking, boa ng, arts &
cra ing, and enjoying the beau ful shores of Lake
Cobboseecontee.
This is an interfaith camp hosted by Pilgrim Lodge, a
camp of the Maine Conference of the United Church
of Christ (UCC).

LAWRENCE COMMUNITY MINISTRY FAIRE
AT ROLLING RIDGE

Learn more at: www.pilgrimlodge.org.

JUNE 23, 11:30 AM—2:30 PM
Local clergy, community leaders and all interested
ci zens are invited to a day of networking featuring
faith‐based Lawrence non‐profits that are making a
diﬀerence in the community. Learn about the good
work these ministries are doing, and connect with
others. Lunch will be available, with local agencies
providing desserts and snacks.
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