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NOVEMBER WORSHIP

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

November 4 ~ 10:00 am
First Sunday Worship/Communion
Rev. Katrina preaching

November 3
Ham and Bean Supper

November 11 ~ 10:00 am
Stewardship Kick‐Oﬀ
Rev. Katrina preaching
November 18 ~ 10:00 am
Stewardship/Thanksgiving Sunday
Rev. Katrina preaching
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November 25 ~ 10:00 am
Reign of Christ
Rev. Katrina preaching
December 2 ~ 10:00 am
First Sunday Worship/Communion
First Sunday of Advent
Rev. Katrina preaching

External Events ……………………..….10
Church Officers/Staff …………………11

ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYERS
*Reminders about worship: If you’d
like an event announced, please get it
to Katrina by 9 AM on Sunday. For joys
and concerns, you may write your
prayer in our Prayer Book, which will
be available at the entrance to the
sanctuary. Also, please be sensi ve
about sharing personal informa on
about others in your prayers. Ideally,
you should have their permission
before naming them in our public
worship. Thank you!

November 4
Feedback Circle Pastoral Care
Ac ve Bystander
Youth Group
November 7
Bible Study
November 8
Women’s Evening Circle
November 11
Stewardship Lunch
November 14
Bible Study
November 18
Stewardship Sunday
Wri ng for Healing
Stained Glass Workshop
Youth Group
November 21
Bible Study
November 25
Stained Glass Workshop
November 27
Be SMART Training
November 29
Gingerbread House Making
December 1
Permaculture Concert
December 2
Advent Workshop
Youth Group
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FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER
FROM THE DESK OF
REV. KATRINA WUENSCH
Good people of West Parish,
It’s almost Stewardship me! – that
season of the year when we are all
asked to think about what we are
going to pledge to West Parish. While “stewardship” in
church parlance refers to ALL the ways that we care
for God’s crea on, one another, and the church,
“Stewardship Season” in a congrega on is typically a
me to think about our financial contribu ons. What
will we “pledge” to this congrega on for 2019? In
other words, what financial promise will we make for
the coming year? How do we feel called to support the
ministry of West Parish? How do we feel called to
faithfully give some of our treasure away?
Since September, our lay leaders have been sharing
“why they give” during worship. I think that many have
found it to be a more diﬃcult ques on to answer than
they expected! At first glance, many of us might be
tempted to reply: “I give to the church because that’s,
well… that’s just what you do!” And there’s truth and
depth to that. Many of us may have grown up in a
church or in a family in which a weekly gi to our
congrega on was just an assumed part life. Not
something to even think about. Like brushing our
teeth. And that is a wonderful habit to have, and a
wonderful habit to form in our children.
But what if we go deeper? What besides habit or
tradi on mo vates our giving? What have we received
from West Parish that we value and cherish? What
experiences have we had that have been life giving?
How has this community supported us, upli ed us and
challenged us to grow? How have we been inspired to
live lives of purpose and compassion? In what service
have we engaged in – whether plan ng kale or
delivering a meal or kni ng a shawl – that has
expanded our hearts? And then, in gra tude, we feel
called to give back.
We give to West Parish for so many reasons – and I
give thanks to God for all those myriad ways that this
community has touched us and given us life. May God
bless our ministry and our giving as we go forward!
Join us November 11 as we kick‐oﬀ our Stewardship
season, and on November 18 when we return our
pledges.

CONTACTING KATRINA
Katrina is at the church Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
and Sunday. Monday is her day oﬀ, and Friday she
works at home. You can reach her by email:
revkatrina@yahoo.com or through the church phone
(978‐475‐3528 x201). If you leave a voicemail, she is
no fied immediately via email, so can respond as
soon as possible to a pastoral emergency.

NEW BIBLES FOR SANCTUARY
You may have no ced that the bibles we have in our
pews are ge ng a bit old! Or should we say: they
have been well used and loved over the years. Some
are showing significant signs of wear. In addi on, the
transla on we have in our pews is the Revised
Standard Version (RSV) and, like most mainline
Protestant churches, we typically read from the New
Revised Standard Version (NRSV) which is updated.
The Worship Ministry discussed our bibles and
decided that it was me to honor both our holy book
and one another by purchasing new NRSV bibles for
the pews. You are all invited to begin that process by
dona ng $10 towards a new bible. A decora ve
bookplate will be placed inside the bible and you may
have it indicate that you are the donor, or if it’s in
memory or in celebra on of someone. If you would
like to dedicate a new bible, please send a check for
$10 to “West Parish Church” with “bible fund” in the
memo line, and include to whom you are dedica ng
the bible or if you’d like your name, or be anonymous.
If you have any ques ons, speak with a member of
Beth
Rasmussen,
Worship:
Jill
Sergeant,
Carolyn Amstutz, Art Clark or Amy Hafensteiner.
Please note: We are aware that some of our current
bibles are dedicated to your loved ones. Please be
assured that we will go through these bibles to be
sure to save those that are meaningful to our current
members. These will be moved to the library or you
may take them with you. Bibles without a dedica on
plate will be donated.

Katrina
WEST PARISH CHURCH OF ANDOVER, UCC
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
VICTORIA GAISFORD
YOUTH GROUP
DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN
NOVEMBER 4 & 18, 5:00—7:00 PM
Youth in 6th through 12th grade are invited to join us.
EDUCATION
We now meet the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month!
In Sunday School this Fall, we have
heard so many stories: about Crea on,
the responsibili es gained when Adam
and Eve le the Garden of Eden, Noah and the Ark,
Abraham and Sarah's faith, Jacob's struggles, Joseph's
hard‐won wisdom, Moses' bravery, the Exodus, the Ten
Best Ways to Live, and Ruth's devoted rela onship with
her mother‐in‐law, Naomi. In November, we will learn
about the Temple in Jerusalem, the prophets, and the
exile of the na on of Israel. This leads up to the season
of Advent, which is the coming of light into the world
that prophets have foretold.
This is the story we are heading towards. This is the
story that we need more than anything. Our world is
full of bad news right now, so we tell the Good News
over and over every Sunday. The world ruled by love
and jus ce if we ac vely seek it. I wondered with the
children a er the story of Ruth: what is the most
important part of story?" Third‐grader Henry Phelps
said, "Even the smallest things can have a big impact." I
asked if they felt that their loving ac ons could be as
important and meaningful for others as Ruth's. Henry
confidently said, "Yes." This makes my heart swell with
gra tude. Because this is the good news. These
children understand that their loving ac ons are
meaningful beyond their own understanding, because
they are part of God's plan. Like Ruth, we construct
God's Kingdom when we take care of each other.

November 4th we’ll make dinner, play games, and
enjoy discussion about religion sparked by an episode
of "The Simpsons.” November 18 we’ll go
"Compe ve Shopping," where teams race to gather
the ingredients for a Thanksgiving meal. The meals
will be donated to people in need. We’ll go out for
pizza a erwards.

ADULT EDUCATION
November is a month full of opportuni es for spiritual
growth beyond Sunday morning. If you register by
November 2nd, join us on November 4th for Ac ve
Bystander Training with Rev. Liz Magill. This workshop
equips people to intervene in construc ve, caring
ways when we witness people being harmed by
others' behavior. Also this month: Stained Glass
Mandala Art Class with Victoria Gaisford. Victoria is an
ar st in many mediums, and loves to lead workshops
that allow par cipants to enter the medita ve state of
crea vity.

WEST PARISH CHURCH OF ANDOVER, UCC
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WPC UPCOMING EVENTS
HAM AND BEAN SUPPER

LUPINE ROAD AFFORDABLE HOUSING

NOVEMBER 3, 5:00 ‐ 6:30 PM

NOVEMBER 3, 4:30 PM

Come and join us for a delicious meal that will include
Carando spiral ham, navy & kidney beans, mac &
cheese, cole slaw, hot dogs, bread and dessert.
Suggested dona on: Adult $10/Child $5.
All proceeds will be donated to WPC Scholarship Fund
to benefit the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence.
Part of the Ham & Bean Supper tradi on is “pies for
dessert,” donated by WPC members. Please help us
make this an overwhelming success by dona ng a
home‐baked pie for the event. If you can help cook or
serve, please contact Jon Glesmann at 978.470.2998.

All are invited to the construc on kick‐oﬀ for the ACT/
Habitat project at 8 Lupine Road. Representa ves
from ACT, Habitat, the Greater Lawrence Technical
School, the Town of Andover and South Church will be
there to celebrate the start of construc on of this
landmark project. It will be followed by a Pot Luck
Dinner at South Church, 41 Central Street, Andover.
Bring a dish to share.

ACTIVE BYSTANDER TRAINING
NOVEMBER 4, 3:00 –5:00 PM

FEEDBACK CIRCLE:
PASTORAL CARE
NOVEMBER 4, 11:30 AM
We have one more Feedback Circle this fall, in an
eﬀort to learn about our church, our staﬀ, and how we
can be ever more faithful and eﬀec ve in our ministry.
As you know, Feedback Circles are a process that
encourages healthy, direct conversa on, by gathering
a small group to reflect on their experiences.
Par cipants are asked to go deeper than, “I like this”
or “I don’t like that.” Instead, we share our experience
of a par cular aspect of our life together. Ques ons
usually include: What was that like? How did you
experience that? How did you feel? What touched
you? So please join us if this circle is relevant for you!
*A Circle on Pastoral Care will be held on November 4
at 11:30am. Some of you received an invita on to
a end this par cular circle. If you did not receive an
invita on, you are s ll very welcome to a end! If you
have any ques ons, just speak with Katrina or any
Member of the Pastoral Rela ons Commi ee:
Jill Sergeant, Jim Olson, Kathy Vigneault or
Kate Margolese.

This workshop trains people to respond to conflict in a
construc ve, non‐violent way. Through discussion,
role‐play, and personal reflec on, par cipants explore
why people choose to be passive or ac ve bystanders.
Meet in Fellowship Hall. Led by Rev. Liz Magill. RSVP to
vgaisford@gmail.com/$15 dona on requested.

WOMEN’S EVENING CIRCLE
NOVEMBER 8, 7:15 PM
Join us in Fellowship Hall to assemble gi bags for
Bread and Roses children. All women are welcome.
For more informa on, contact Jenn Harmoning at
jharmoning@gmail.com.

WEST PARISH CHURCH OF ANDOVER, UCC
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WPC UPCOMING EVENTS
STEWARDSHIP LUNCH

WRITING FOR HEALING

NOVEMBER 11, 11:00 AM

NOVEMBER 18, 11:30 AM

It’s almost Stewardship Season! – that most wonderful
me of the year when we’re invited to prayerfully
reflect on our financial contribu ons to West Parish.
Everyone is invited to a fun lunch a er worship on
November 11 when we’ll celebrate all the reasons we
give! Pledge cards can be brought back to church on
November 18.

Taking me in life to stop and reflect is crucial to
rediscovering our inner self and finding balance. Join
us as we explore the journey to wholeness through
wri ng. All welcome. See Jess Blas with ques ons.
Meets in Smith Purdon room.

LAZARUS HOUSE HOLIDAY GIVING TREE
GIFTS DUE DECEMBER 9

CHRISTMAS CARD MAKING
NOVEMBER 18 & 25, DECEMBER 2, 9, & 16
Calling ALL Card Makers—YES, that means you!
Christmas is fast approaching. (How did that
happen??) At West Parish Church, we have a tradi on
of making Christmas cards for our elder members.
These cards are typically created by our Sundays
school kids. However, everyone is invited to
contribute; both the young and "young at heart" are
welcome and encouraged to par cipate in this
wonderful caring and sharing ac vity. It is an
important ministry. Please join us during coﬀee hour
star ng November 18th thru December 16th.
We have lots of cards to make and need your help to
complete them in me for mailing. See you in
Fellowship Hall.
Thanks! Bev Smith

This Christmas season, West Parish will again collect
Christmas gi s for the Lazarus House Holiday Giving
Tree program. This program is able to provide
Christmas gi s for low‐income families involved in
Lazarus House programs and other families and
individuals iden fied by the staﬀ as being in par cular
need of holiday assistance. Lazarus staﬀ members
iden fy the needs of specific families and individuals.
Gi s are selected from donated items and then
wrapped by Lazarus House volunteers. Wrapped gi s
are distributed to families and individuals before
Christmas.
Please consider par cipa ng in this important Lazarus
House program. West Parish will receive a lists of gi
ideas (toys, clothing and general household items)
from the Lazarus House staﬀ. Lists will be available to
anyone who wishes to par cipate at coﬀee hour on
November 18 and 25 and December 2, and in the
church oﬃce.
Unwrapped gi s will be collected in the church oﬃce.
Please leave your gi s at the oﬃce no later than
Sunday, December 9.
If you cannot make your delivery by this date or have
any other ques ons or concerns, please contact Pat
Greer at 978‐973‐4484 or pgreer1029@gmail.com.

WEST PARISH CHURCH OF ANDOVER, UCC
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WPC UPCOMING EVENTS
MEN’S GROUP THANKSGIVING BASKETS

BE SMART TRAINING

NOVEMBER 20, 7:30 AM

NOVEMBER 27, 6:00 PM

This year, the Men's Group will again be coordina ng
and delivering the collec on of Thanksgiving food
baskets for the Lawrence Neighbors in Need program.
Please refer to this link on the Neighbors In Need
website for guidelines of food to include in your
basket:

Join us for a conversa on about Kids, Guns and
Safety. The Be SMART campaign was created to bring
together all responsible adults to reduce suicides and
the number of uninten onal shoo ngs that occur
when children get a hold of an unsecured firearm.
Learn how to keep kids safer in your own home or
others’ with five easy steps. We’ll meet in Fellowship
Hall. Led by Rebecca Healey.

h p://www.needfood.org/programs/holiday‐
meals/food‐dona ons
It helps us and NIN if you pack the food in containers
with flat tops so they can stack. One sugges on is a
medium sized plas c storage bin with a lid.
Please deliver the baskets to the church no later than
7:30 am, on Tuesday, November 20, so the Men's
Group can deliver them to Lawrence by 8:00 am.
If you are planning on giving a basket, please sign up,
contact the oﬃce, 978.475.3528 or Jerry Greer at
jgreer616@comcast.net so we can plan on how many
vehicles and drivers we will need to transport our gi s.
Thank you so much for making this drive an annual
success, and best wishes for a wonderful Thanksgiving.
Please include the following in donated Thanksgiving
Baskets:
 Frozen turkey
 Fresh potatoes, carrots, broccoli, winter squash
and/or other fruits & veggies
 Rice & beans: pink beans, black beans or
gandules (a favorite!)
 Gravy, herbs or other seasoning packets
 Stuﬃng mix or ingredients for stuﬃng
 Cranberry sauce or fresh cranberries
 Bread or rolls
 Dessert items: fresh pies, baking mixes or other
baking supplies an/or pie ingredients (apples,
squash, pumpkins)
 Coﬀee, tea or other fes ve drink
 Paper napkins, other paper goods or table
decora ons

GINGERBREAD HOUSE PREPARATION
NOVEMBER 29, 6:30 PM
Volunteers are needed to help prepare the
Gingerbread Houses for Advent Workshop. If you can
drop in, your help will be appreciated. For more
informa on or to volunteer, contact Abby Mar n at
978‐475‐3869.
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WPC UPCOMING EVENTS
ADVENT WORKSHOP & DINNER
DECEMBER 2, 3:00—5:00 PM
Advent Workshop is one of our most beloved
tradi ons, a me for all ages to gather and enjoy
fellowship, treats and seasonal cra s. From
3:00‐5:00pm, you can wander throughout Fellowship
Hall, stopping at over a dozen diﬀerent cra tables, to
make ornaments, gingerbread houses, wreaths, and
more. Volunteers are need to run each table – either
“favorite” tables, or bring your own ideas! – and also
to bring treats for sharing. At 5:00pm, you can
adjourn to the sanctuary to sing carols, and then
return to a transformed Fellowship Hall where we’ll
enjoy a spaghe dinner. Many families say that this is
their favorite event of the year. Join us!

CHURCH STRUCTURE REVIEW
A dedicated team of folks con nues to meet to assess
the church’s organiza onal structure and by‐laws. We
hope to envision a way to organize ourselves that is
both more simple and eﬃcient, and also strengthens
our current ministries. If you have any ques ons,
sugges ons or thoughts, feel free to speak with any
member of the team: Jerry Greer, Lisa Douce e,
Deb Schroeder, Art Clark or Katrina. Next month we’ll
be holding an informa on session to share our
proposal.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for the December Newsle er is
November 16. Please email your ar cles or no ces to
westparishchurch@verizon.net.

COFFEE HOUR
In November, a er Worship fellowship hour is
sponsored by the Worship Commi ee. If you
would like to help with this ministry of hospitality,
speak with Steve Morrison. You can volunteer for
even just one Sunday.

SAVE THE DATE!
Mark your calendar for these upcoming
West Parish Events
Prayer Shawl Blessing – December 9, 10:00 am
Christmas Pageant – December 15, 5:00 pm
Christmas Eve Story me – December 24, 3:30 pm
Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols – December 24, 5:00 pm
Epiphany – January 6, 10:00 am
Sacred Circle Dance for Epiphany – January 6, 2:00 pm
Family Ski Trip – January 20

WEST PARISH CHURCH OF ANDOVER, UCC
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WPC UPCOMING EVENTS

FELLSWATER
BOSTON’S CELTIC MUSIC ENSEMBLE
In Concert
Saturday, December 1, 2018
7:30 PM
West Parish Church in Andover, MA

Tickets:$20
To purchase ckets, visit: h ps://www.brownpaper ckets.com/event/3627409

All proceeds benefit the Permaculture Garden at West Parish

WEST PARISH CHURCH OF ANDOVER, UCC
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UPCOMING EVENTS
INTERFAITH SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING

MISTRAL at WPC

NOVEMBER 18, 5:00 PM

NOVEMBER 10, 4:00 PM

All faith communi es in Andover are invited to come
together in Thanksgiving and oﬀer prayers for peace.
The service will be at South Church, 41 Central Street,
Andover.

VETERANS FOR PEACE BELLRINGING
NOVEMBER 11, 11:00 AM
West Parish will be joining in a na onal Bellringing on
November 11! Veterans for Peace is calling on
churches to ring their bells at 11 AM on Sunday,
November 11 ‐ Armis ce Day ‐ in recogni on of the
fu lity of war and to show our commitment to world
peace. This year is the 100th anniversary of the
original Armis ce Day, a day of celebra on marking
the end of figh ng during World War I (the Great
War). Today, Armis ce Day is a call to Americans, in
recogni on of the horrors and fu lity of that war, to
rededicate themselves to world peace.
While November 11 was declared Veteran's Day in
1954, Armis ce Day legisla on (1919; 1926 and 1938)
remains in place to this day.
Veterans For Peace (VFP) is an interna onal organiza‐
on made up of military veterans, military family
members, and allies dedicated to building a culture of
peace, exposing the true costs of war, and healing the
wounds of war. Their goal is to change public opinion
in the U.S. from an unsustainable culture of militarism
and commercialism to one of peace, democracy, and
sustainability. They do this primarily, although not
exclusively, through grassroots organizing and
educa on at the local level.

A romp in the English countryside: Works from four
centuries of English composers whose music o en
evokes pastoral landscapes, in the gorgeous
instrumenta on of harp, flute & strings. For ckets
visit: h p://www.mistralmusic.org/order‐ ckets/.

COURAGEOUS CONVERSATIONS
Our community conversa ons about race con nue,
thanks to our local group Courageous Conversa ons
and the Memorial Hall Library. The first event is:
Tuesday, November 13 at 7:00 pm
“So You Want to Talk About Race” by Ijeoma Oluo
Facilitated book discussion
In this breakout book, Ijeoma Oluo explores the
complex reality of today’s racial landscape – from
white privilege and police brutality to systemic
discrimina on and the Black Lives Ma er movement –
oﬀering straigh orward clarity that readers need to
contribute to the dismantling of the racial divide.
Highly recommended as an accessible read. (We
welcome all to a end whether or not you have had a
chance to read the book.)

LAZARUS HOUSE SHARING OUR BOUNTY
GALA
NOVEMBER 17, 6:00 PM
Join us for Dinner and Dancing at the Andover
Country Club. There will be a special appearance by
Sons of Serendip, the Season 9 finalists of America's
Got Talent. The evening features many unique silent
auc on packages, cocktail recep on, followed by a
delicious dinner and dynamic bidding during the live
auc on. This annual event oﬀers a wonderful
opportunity to make your contribu on to Lazarus
House in a meaningful and exci ng way. Ticket
informa on: www.lazarushouse.org.
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