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FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER
FROM THE DESK OF
CONTACTING KATRINA
REV. KATRINA WUENSCH
Katrina is at the church Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
Good people of West Parish,
We are about to enter December, and
the season of Advent. On December 2
the mood will shi abruptly in our
sanctuary, as the colors change to purple. As the
seasonal decora ons are brought in. As candles light
our windows. As our hymns shi to minor chords and
haun ng melodies. Over the years, I’ve heard people
complaining about these changes. “It feels so
somber!” they say. “The rest of the world is having
fun, why can’t we?” they cry. “Why aren’t we singing
Christmas Carols? That’s what people want!” they
complain. Yes, I have heard it all ‐ all the complaints
about Advent. And I understand those feelings. I do.
When the rest of the world is all school holiday
concerts and bright wrapping paper and mall Santas
and jingle bells and cookie swap par es and red and
green ribbon.... and at church we are draped in purple
and singing about people exiled in Babylon, well ‐ it
can feel like we’re a bit out of step with reality.
WHICH IS THE POINT. Advent allows us the space to
feel the depth of this season, with its contradictory
emo ons, with it’s memories and hopes. Advent
allows us the space to carve out a spiritual longing for
what the birth of Jesus really means, rather than
rushing headlong into the celebra on. Advent allows
us space to feel our grief and regret and hurts right
alongside our joy and our dreams. Advent allows us
space to ques on the materialism and excess of
Christmas, and to reflect on our choices.
We WILL be out of step with the world for the month
of December, and for me, that’s the best part of the
season. So come and enter the liminal and beau ful
space of Advent with us!
Katrina

and Sunday. Monday is her day oﬀ, and Friday she
works at home. You can reach her by email:
revkatrina@yahoo.com or through the church phone
(978‐475‐3528 x201). If you leave a voicemail, she is
no fied immediately via email, so can respond as
soon as possible to a pastoral emergency.

NEW BIBLES FOR SANCTUARY
You may have no ced that the bibles we have in our
pews are ge ng a bit old! Or should we say: they
have been well used and loved over the years. Some
are showing significant signs of wear. In addi on, the
transla on we have in our pews is the Revised
Standard Version (RSV) and, like most mainline
Protestant churches, we typically read from the New
Revised Standard Version (NRSV) which is updated.
The Worship Ministry discussed our bibles and
decided that it was me to honor both our holy book
and one another by purchasing new NRSV bibles for
the pews. You are all invited to begin that process by
dona ng $10 towards a new bible. A decora ve
bookplate will be placed inside the bible and you may
have it indicate that you are the donor, or if it’s in
memory or in celebra on of someone. If you would
like to dedicate a new bible, please send a check for
$10 to “West Parish Church” with “bible fund” in the
memo line, and include to whom you are dedica ng
the bible or if you’d like your name, or be anonymous.
If you have any ques ons, speak with a member of
Beth
Rasmussen,
Worship:
Jill
Sergeant,
Carolyn Amstutz, Art Clark or Amy Hafensteiner.
Please note: We are aware that some of our current
bibles are dedicated to your loved ones. Please be
assured that we will go through these bibles to be
sure to save those that are meaningful to our current
members. These will be moved to the library or you
may take them with you. Bibles without a dedica on
plate will be donated.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
VICTORIA GAISFORD
SUNDAY SCHOOL
DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN
In November, Sunday School children learned about
EDUCATION
prophets. When we tell the story in Godly Play, we say
What does the Book of Numbers have
to do with the wildfires in California?
We made a connec on in Bible Study
last month, while reading about the covenant between
God and the people of Israel. They wandered the
desert for so many years, wai ng for the promised
land. Calami es befell them. A whole genera on of
them was forbidden of entering the promised land be‐
cause they did not trust God: they were not faithful.
We wondered if the author's understanding of an angry
and vengeful God had ANY connec on to the God we
know, and mused about what people would think
about disasters of TODAY 4,000 years in the future.
Like, what about the fires in California? What if future
people thought of them as God's vengeance on us? At
first we thought that was ridiculous, but it dawned on
us that there is some truth to that idea. Scien sts are
saying that climate change is exacerba ng the disasters
that seem to be coming fast and furiously ‐‐ hurricanes,
tornadoes, wildfires, droughts, famines. Social scien‐
sts make connec ons between our angry
rhetoric/social isola on/xenophobia and the mass
shoo ngs that happen every couple days. Are scien sts
our modern prophets? Are these disasters a kind of
judgement on us all for breaking our side of the
covenant to take care of this world and of each other?
Just like in the Old Testament, there are innocent
vic ms. In some ways, the "Old Testament God" seems
like an archaic idea. But those ancient peoples, like us,
had a desperate ques on: "Why is this happening?" We
should ask, and be prepared to change ourselves
fundamentally, when our prophets tell us the truth.

that prophets are people who point the way for oth‐
ers. "God comes so close to them, and they come so
close to God, that they know what God wants them to
say." Some mes the prophets bring a warning to the
people who are not living the best ways. Some mes
prophets bring hope to people going through hard
mes. Some people don't like what the prophets have
to say, and get angry at the prophets. It can be diﬃcult
to be a prophet. Then we wondered together: "Do we
have all the prophets we need? Do we need more
prophets? Do you know any prophets, today? Could
you become a prophet one day?"
Susan's class learned about prophets and about one
"backwards" prophet in par cular ‐‐ Jonah. The older
class learned about Samuel, Nathan, Elijah, and Isaiah.
Learning about the prophets leads to the first Sunday
of Advent, when we learn that prophets pointed the
way to Bethlehem, saying that something important
was going to happen there. The Advent season is an
experience of listening to the prophe c voice ‐‐ look‐
ing forward to a promised light that will break out in
the darkness. The light, and the promise fulfilled, is
Jesus.

ADULT EDUCATION
Thank you to all of you who have par cipated in the
first season of our new adult educa on series,
"Community Educa on at West Parish Church." From
an author talk about racial jus ce, to medita on, to
educa on about gun safety and immigra on, we
educate as a way to pursue peace, social jus ce, and
transforma onal love. In January, a new catalogue
will come out for Winter and Spring events. Do you
have an idea for a class, workshop, or discussion? As
always, we invite you to share your own ideas and
talents with the community. Email your ideas to:
vgaisford@gmail.com .
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WPC UPCOMING EVENTS
FIRST SUNDAY WORSHIP

YOUTH GROUP

DECEMBER 2, 10:00 AM

DECEMBER 2 & 16

Join us for the First Sunday of Advent for an all‐ages
service! We’ll “build” our Advent wreath, se le into
more somber music, and begin our Advent journey.
Everyone will receive a “gi ” to use as a devo onal
guide and focus throughout Advent.

Youth in 6th through 12th grade are invited to join us.
We now meet the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month!

CHRISTMAS CARD MAKING
DECEMBER 2, 9, & 16
Calling ALL Card Makers—YES, that means you!
Christmas is fast approaching. (How did that
happen??) At West Parish Church, we have a tradi on
of making Christmas cards for our elder members.
These cards are typically created by our Sundays
school kids. However, everyone is invited to
contribute; both the young and "young at heart" are
welcome and encouraged to par cipate in this
wonderful caring and sharing ac vity. It is an
important ministry. Please join us during coﬀee hour
star ng November 18th thru December 16th.

December 2, 3:00 p.m. ‐ 7:00 p.m.
Youth‐led Cra at Advent workshop: make silly
Christmas hats with community members, carol‐sing
and eat dinner. Then stay for our Youth Group
Mee ng in the Parlor where we’ll discuss an episode
of the Simpson's curriculum.
December 16, 5:00 p.m. ‐ 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Service Project with Lazarus House:
Purchase and wrap gi s for a family in need! We'll go
to the store together to shop and wrap the them
a erwards at church.

KNITTING MINISTRY—PRAYER SHAWLS
SHAWLS DUE DECEMBER 5

We have lots of cards to make and need your help to
complete them in me for mailing. See you in
Fellowship Hall.

Please con nue working on your shawls and drop
them oﬀ at the church oﬃce by noon on Wednesday,
December 5th. We will bless the prayer shawls during
service on December 9th. Please remember to put
your name with your shawls so we can acknowledge
everyone who worked so hard. Thank you all for your
con nued eﬀorts.

Thanks! Bev Smith

Thanks! Ellen Harmoning

ADVENT WORKSHOP & DINNER

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY

DECEMBER 2, 3:00—5:00 PM

DECEMBER 5, 12, & 19, 11:00 AM

Advent Workshop is one of our most beloved
tradi ons, a me for all ages to gather and enjoy
fellowship, treats and seasonal cra s. From 3:00‐
5:00pm, you can wander throughout Fellowship Hall,
stopping at over a dozen diﬀerent cra tables, to
make ornaments, gingerbread houses, wreaths, and
more. Volunteers are need to run each table – either
“favorite” tables, or bring your own ideas! – and also
to bring treats for sharing. At 5:00pm, you can adjourn
to the sanctuary to sing carols, and then return to a
transformed Fellowship Hall where we’ll enjoy a
spaghe dinner. Many families say that this is their
favorite event of the year. Join us!

Wai ng for the Messiah—Explore prophecies and
visions of the future that preceded the birth of Jesus.
We will study passages from Jeremiah, Isaiah, and
Daniel. We’ll meet in the Smith Purdon Room.
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WPC UPCOMING EVENTS
CONFIRMATION

MISSION TRIP

DECEMBER 8, 10:00 AM

DEPOSIT DUE DECEMBER 9

Our confirma on program has begun! We are excited
to be star ng our journey with four confirmands and
their mentors. We’ll be exploring our faith, learning
about Chris anity and our church, visi ng other faith
communi es, exploring spiritual prac ces… it will be a
busy year! Mark your calendars now for Confirma on
Sunday: April 28!

It’s me to get ready for this year’s mission trip for
6‐12th graders! We’ll be driving four hours north to
Orland, Maine to work with the “h.o.m.e.” program
(Homeworkers Organized for More Employment),
Sunday, April 14 through Thursday, April 18.

LAZARUS HOUSE HOLIDAY GIVING TREE
GIFTS DUE DECEMBER 9
This Christmas season, West Parish is again collec ng
Christmas gi s for the Lazarus House Holiday Giving
Tree program. This program provides Christmas gi s
for low‐income families involved in Lazarus House
programs and others iden fied by the staﬀ as being in
par cular need of holiday assistance. Lazarus staﬀ
members iden fy the needs of specific families and
individuals and volunteers wrap and deliver gi s to
recipients before Christmas.
Please consider par cipa ng ‐ A list of gi ideas (toys,
clothing and general household items) is posted on
the bulle n board outside the church oﬃce.
Unwrapped gi s will be collected in the church oﬃce.
Please leave your gi s at the oﬃce no later than
Sunday, December 9.
If you cannot make your delivery by this date or have
any other ques ons or concerns, please contact Pat
Greer at 978‐973‐4484 or pgreer1029@gmail.com.

Here’s a brief history of h.o.m.e. from their brochure:
“When the original cra ers met in 1970 to open a
cra store, they discovered that some among
them couldn’t read. They decided to build a school
at the same me as they built their cra store. To
enable young mothers to a end classes, they
realized they must provide childcare. People were
hungry, so h.o.m.e. opened a food pantry, a
produce coopera ve, and a soup kitchen. We now
have two organic vegetable gardens, two
greenhouses and par cipate in the senior
farm‐share program. We then began workshops to
teach people how to farm using natural resources
that are free or low cost. We opened a farmers’
market and started a revolving loan fund. The
problem of homelessness became acute; we
opened shelters. There are now five shelters as
well as two transi onal housing complexes. We
also build aﬀordable homes as part of the
Covenant Community Land Trust using
construc on help from volunteers around the
world. We harvest trees from Land Trust land, pro‐
cess the lumber in h.o.m.e.’s saw mill and shingle
mill, and produce furniture, doors and cabinets in
the woodworking shop… We organized a free
health clinic. There are also cra studios where
people can learn a cra (po ery, weaving, stained
glass and jewelry).”
We also need some adults to par cipate as leaders!
Talk with Victoria or Katrina if you’re interested! Youth
should return the sign‐up form and deposit to the
church by Sunday, December 9. If you didn’t receive the
mailing, just call the church oﬃce!

WEST PARISH CHURCH OF ANDOVER, UCC
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WPC UPCOMING EVENTS
WOMEN’S EVENING CIRCLE

COMPLETING 2018 PLEDGES & DONATIONS

DECEMBER 13, 7:15 PM

PLEDGES DUE DECEMBER 23

All West Parish women are invited to meet and
par cipate in a Holiday Yankee Swap. Please bring a
wrapped homemade swap gi or a swap gi valued at
$10 or less.

Every December we have to close our WPC financial
records very quickly in order to get them ready for
January's annual mee ng.
Please help us by comple ng your 2018 pledges no
later than Sunday, December 23. Also, if you did not
make a pledge but would like to donate this year,
please do so by this date.

The Women’s Evening Circle’s annual Worthy Cause
Oﬀering will benefit Bread & Roses. We hope to see
you for this enjoyable social evening in Fellowship Hall.
For more informa on, contact Jenn Harmoning at
jharmoning@gmail.com.

To learn more about electronic pledges or dona ons,
or if you have any other ques ons, please contact me
at 978‐851‐2194 or talkingcooper@verizon.net.
The access the form for electronic pledging, visit:
h p://www.westparishchurch.org > GIVING > GIVE NOW.
Let me know if you would like a list of sugges ons for
comple ng the form.
Thanks! Art Clark, Collector

JERICHO WALKS
DECEMBER 18, 1:00 PM
Every third Tuesday of the month at 1:00 pm, join with
other clergy and faith community members for a si‐
lent, peaceful prayer walk around the ICE building in
Burlington (1000 District Ave, just behind the Burling‐
ton Mall). These walks are a peaceful and non‐poli cal
way to pray for humane immigra on prac ces, and for
our neighbors being threatened. Speak with Katrina
for more informa on. The next walk will be December
18.

ANNUAL REPORTS & MEETING
REPORTS
As the end of 2018 nears, Ministries, Commi ees and
Commissions should begin preparing their 2018
annual reports. The submission deadline is January 4,
2019—to allow me to consolidate all the reports into
a final report for the Annual Mee ng.
At your December commi ee mee ng, please decide
who will prepare and submit your commi ee report. A
new Commi ee Report template will be distributed in
early December to simplify and streamline the
feedback and repor ng process. Please email reports
to the church oﬃce so that we can create a
consolidated and uniform report for the congrega on.

December 31st is the deadline for all expense
reimbursement forms for 2018. Please have all forms,
with a ached receipts, to the oﬃce by this date. You
may leave them in the Admin Mailbox for processing.

MEETING
On Sunday, January 27 we’ll gather for worship and
then adjourn to Fellowship Hall for the Annual
Mee ng of West Parish. We’ll review our budget and
hear reports from the various commi ees. Be sure to
mark your calendar!

Thank you! Jerry Greer

Thank you! Governing Board

EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT—2018
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WPC UPCOMING EVENTS
SACRED CIRCLE DANCE FOR EPIPHANY

FEEDBACK CIRCLES

JANUARY 6, 2:00 PM

Thank you to all of you who par cipated in one of our
Feedback Circles over the past few months! We have
now held seven circles: three on Worship, two on
Music, one for families of younger children, and one
on pastoral care. We are so very grateful to all of you
who took the me to a end a circle, and share your
experiences and thoughts. Katrina and the Pastor
Parish Rela ons Commi ee (PPRC) have reviewed the
feedback from every circle, decided what can be
acted upon, and what will need longer term change.
For example, based on feedback that we heard in our
worship circles, we added “Bringing in the Light” at
the opening of worship, to provide a moment for
quiet contempla on, and to begin with a bit more
ceremony. Let us know what you think! For many
issues, there is no “quick fix.” For example, with
music, there is great diversity of preferences and
opinions when it comes to hymns and the choir.
These diﬀerences of opinion cannot be “solved” but it
is immensely helpful for us to talk about them, hear
one another, and for staﬀ and church leaders to have
a more full understanding of our congrega on as we
move forward.
There will be more circles coming in the spring, so
stay tuned! If you have any ques ons or sugges ons,
just speak with Katrina or any Member of the Pastoral
Rela ons Commi ee: Jill Sergeant, Jim Olson,
Kathy Vigneault or Kate Margolese.

Epiphany, January 6, ends the Christmas season. It is a
day to celebrate the arrival of the “three kings” or
Magi, and the guiding star. It is tradi onally a day to
celebrate the light and radiance in the world. Join us
that Sunday a ernoon for sacred circle dance! This is
an ancient form of dance that requires no partner and
can be done by any age and ability (you just need to
be able to walk). Each dance has a sacred inten on,
and the experience might be likened to yoga or
chan ng. The dances are simple and repeat, so they
become prayerful. We will welcome Ellen Kennedy to
West Parish to lead us in special dances to celebrate
the Epiphany light. Ellen was trained and cer fied at
the Findhorn Founda on in Scotland, and is on the
faculty of the Fox Ins tute for Crea on Spirituality.
She has been teaching sacred circle dance for 22
years, bringing it to schools, colleges, nursing homes,
hospitals, veterans, memorial services and churches.
Dona ons will be accepted to cover Ellen’s costs; all
are welcome! (Ellen is also oﬀering a winter sols ce
dance at Rolling Ridge in North Andover – see
rollingridge.org for details.

LIVE IN CARE NEEDED

SOCIAL JUSTICE MEETING
JANUARY 13, 11:30 AM
Are you interested in social jus ce? Are you
concerned about the hatred and bigotry we’re seeing
in the world? Wondering how we can keep working
on our church’s welcome to all? Interested in talking
with others about racism, sexism, homophobia, or
economic disparity? Then join Katrina and Jess Blas
a er church on January 13 (about 11:30 am) to have
an exploratory mee ng with other interested folks.

A member of our community is in search of
someone to live in their home, in exchange for
some part me care and daily assistance. If you are
interested or know of someone who might be a
good fit for this posi on, speak with Katrina.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for the December Newsle er is
December 14. Please email your ar cles or no ces to
westparishchurch@verizon.net.
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WPC UPCOMING EVENTS

FELLSWATER
BOSTON’S CELTIC MUSIC ENSEMBLE
In Concert
Saturday, December 1, 2018
7:30 PM
West Parish Church in Andover, MA

Tickets:$20
To purchase ckets, visit: h ps://www.brownpaper ckets.com/event/3627409

All proceeds benefit the Permaculture Garden at West Parish
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WPC UPCOMING EVENTS

POINSETTIA ORDER
CHRISTMAS 2018
As Christmas nears, it is me to order poinse as for decora ng the sanctuary and for
remembering our loved ones.
The cost is $14.00 per plant.
To place a Poinse a Order:
1. Complete the order form
2. Make check payable to West Parish Church, with Poinse a in the Memo line
3. Return order form and check to the Oﬃce Administrator’s mailbox in the copy room
The DEADLINE for the receipt of orders is: Friday, December 14, 2018

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
GIVEN BY:_____________________________________________________________________

IN MEMORY OF:_______________________________________________________________

Choice of Color:

_____Red

_____White

_____Pink

_____

Choice of Disposi on of Plant:
_____ I will take my plant home a er the Christmas Eve Service, December 24th.
WEST PARISH CHURCH OF ANDOVER, UCC
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UPCOMING EVENTS
WPC HOLIDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

WELCOMING FAITHS MONTHLY MEETING
DECEMBER 4, 7:00 PM

West Parish Christmas Pageant
December 15, 5:00 pm
Join us at the Cemetery Arch for our pageant,
"Sleepover at the Stable," a new show this year!
Watch the Christmas story from the perspec ve of the
animals. If your child would like to take part, please
email vgaisford@gmail.com by December 8.
Light in the Darkness: A Healing Service
December 23, 12:30 pm
These days are so short, the sunlight so low. The
demands of the season can fray our nerves and
churn up our grief. The jangly sounds of Christmas
songs may not be where our hearts are right now. The
horrors of the world may have us in despair. So stay
a er church (bring a bag lunch to eat together at
noon), or just come at 12:30 pm, and we will name our
places of grief, brokenness and sorrow in these days.
Prayers of healing will be oﬀered, and we will light
candles – signs that the light of Christ is near.
Christmas Eve Services
December 24, 3:30 pm and 5:00 pm
West Parish will again oﬀer two Christmas Eve
services. The first, “Christmas Eve Story me” is at
3:30 pm and is designed for young children, or anyone
who has trouble si ng s ll! This 30 minute service will
include visits from Mary and Joseph and the
shepherds, and singing Christmas carols. If your baby
is fussy or your toddler loves to shout ques ons or
your seven year old just has to dance, this is the
service for you!
At 5:00 pm, join us for a tradi onal service of Lessons
and Carols. The choir will sing, Katrina will oﬀer a brief
message, and we will hear the Christmas story read,
interspersed with carols. The evening will end in
candlelight as we sing “Silent Night.”

West Parish is a member of Welcoming Faiths, a coali‐
on of LGBTQ‐welcoming faith communi es in the
Merrimack Valley. Together we share resources, sup‐
port one another and advocate for jus ce. Anyone
from West Parish can a end their monthly mee ngs
as our representa ve! The next mee ng is at Trinity
Church, 26 White Street, Haverhill, MA.

MISTRAL at WPC
DECEMBER 8, 4:00 PM
A showcase of dazzling chamber concertos with solo‐
ists turns in the spotlight, only this me beyond Ba‐
roque and into the early Classical era! Enjoy selec ons
from Scarla , Bach, Boccherini, and Vivaldi. For ckets
visit: h p://www.mistralmusic.org/order‐ ckets/.

COURAGEOUS CONVERSATIONS
Our community conversa ons about race con nue,
thanks to our local group Courageous Conversa ons
and the Memorial Hall Library. The first event is:
Wednesday, February 6, 2019 at 7:00 pm
“Who is Dayani Cristal”
Film screening and discussion
This docu‐drama tells the story of a migrant who
found himself in the deadly stretch of the Sonora De‐
sert known as the “corridor of death” and shows how
one life becomes tes mony to the tragic results of the
U.S. war on immigra on.
Thursday, February 28, 2019 at 7:00 pm
“Harvest of Empire”
Film screening and facilitated discussion by Robert
Forrant, Professor of History at UMass Lowell
A powerful documentary, based on the book by Juan
González, that exposes the direct connec on between
the long history of U.S. interven on in La n America
and the immigra on crisis we face today.
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